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Heads of state from 19 Latin American nations, joined by Spain and Portugal, attended this
year's Ibero-American presidential summit, held in Brazil July 15-16. In the summit's concluding
declaration, the attending delegations stressed three principal points of consensus: an appeal
to conclude the Uruguay Round negotiations in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT), a unanimous call for the US to end its 32-year-old economic blockade against Cuba, and
support for "more democratic" representation in the UN Security Council. The Ibero-American
annual summits began in January 1991 in Mexico, principally to forge unity and consensus among
participating members over region-wide economic and social issues. This year's summit, held
in the city of Salvador on Brazil's northeast Atlantic coast, centered on the issues of poverty and
regional development. Much of the forum discussions focused on the problems of malnutrition; lack
of potable water, sewage, and treatment systems; regional health epidemics; and overpopulation.
In addition, the participating delegations hammered out a new "Salvador Charter," essentially an
inventory of pressing development issues throughout the continent. Notwithstanding the focus on
poverty and development during working sessions, however, these issues were marginalized in
the summit's concluding declaration. Rather, as their principal point of consensus, the attending
presidents approved a dramatic appeal to the advanced industrialized countries to discard
"protectionist tendencies" in order to conclude the Uruguay Round negotiations as soon as possible.
"A renewed multilateral trade system must include more just and equitable trade regulations, the
progressive elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers, and, fundamentally, the end of unfair trade
practices, unilateral restrictive measures and protectionist measures," read the final proclamation.
"A balanced and global solution will permit better access to international markets, and thus, the
consolidation of the processes of opening and modernization." In fact, some of the most dramatic
speeches at the summit included emotional appeals by Latin American heads of state for the US,
the European Community (EC), and Japan to agree on the reduction and eventual elimination
of agricultural subsidies one of the principal points snagging progress in the Uruguay Round.
Colombian President Cesar Gaviria even singled out agricultural subsidies as a root cause for
poverty and malnutrition in developing countries. "Protectionism takes food out of the mouths
of millions of rural residents who make up the world's masses," said Gaviria in his speech. "To
grant economically unjustified privileges to politically powerful minorities in the richest countries
takes away the right of rural farmers in the developing world to compete." According to a recent
study by the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the advanced industrialized countries subsidize
about 45% of their annual agricultural production providing about US$170 billion in subsidies each
year compared to only about 3% per year that developing countries such as Mexico, Brazil, and
Argentina spend on subsidies. In 1991, for example, the EC spent US$83.6 billion in agricultural
subsidies (about 49% of the value of EC harvests that year), the US spent US$34.7 billion (30%), and
Japan provided US$31.5 billion in subsidies to its farmers (66%). Although Spain and Portugal have
minimal influence in GATT compared to other advanced industrialized nations, their endorsement
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of the summit call to end protectionism and conclude the Uruguay Round is expected to strengthen
the declaration's impact. "Spain, in its double role as a member nation of the EC and the IberoAmerican community, offers once more to bring this strong vision of the future to Europe," said
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez at the summit. The final proclamation also included an indirect
call on the US to end its aging economic blockade against Cuba, seen as an important diplomatic
victory for President Fidel Castro, who attended the summit. Although the declaration avoids any
direct mention of the US embargo, it stresses "the need to eliminate the unilateral application, by
any state, of economic or trade measures directed against another state with political ends." The
agreement to avoid direct mention of the US paved the way for unanimous approval, since Spain
and Argentina had threatened to vote against any clause that directly referred to the embargo. In
fact, Argentine President Carlos Menem took a particularly hard line toward Cuba at the conference,
nearly derailing Cuba's lobbying efforts. "Today, Mr. Castro's country is an anachronism on
the continent," Menem publicly declared at the conference. "What exists there is a lamentable
dictatorship, and there is no way to hide that fact." Nevertheless, pressure by the other Latin
American countries particularly Mexico, Brazil, and Bolivia helped unite participants around
the need for "Latin American solidarity." According to members of the Spanish delegation at
the summit, most of the attending presidents believed that to attack Castro in public is counterproductive. Rather, they favor pressuring Cuba in private to be more "realistic" in its economic and
political policies. "Solidarity must be the basis of Ibero-American relations," said Bolivian President
Jaime Paz Zamora. "Cuba deserves this solidarity, because it has always shown support for other
Latin American nations, despite suffering the effects of the US embargo." Finally, the concluding
proclamation also contained a unanimous call for the UN Security Council to be broadened to
include more representatives in order to permit greater democracy in decision making. At present,
no Latin American nation is included on the Security Council as a permanent member, and just five
countries retain full veto rights: the US, Great Britain, Russia, France, and China. (Sources: Reuter,
07/13/93; Agence France-Presse, 07/14/93; United Press International, 07/15/93; Inter Press Service,
07/16/93; Spanish news service EFE, 04/29/93, 07/12/93, 07/13/93, 07/15- 16/93; Notimex, 07/05/93,
07/11-17/93)
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